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ticular spot) that the author first repeated to me
the Address to the Deil The curious idea of
such an address was suggested to him by run-
niog over in his mind the many ludicrous ac-
counts and representations we have, from various
quarters, of this august personage. Death and
Doctor Hornbook^ though not published in the
Kilmarnock edition, was produced early in the
year 1785- The Schoolmaster of Tarholton
parish, to eke up the scanty subsistence allowed
to that useful class of men5 had set up a shop
of grocery goods. Having accidentally fallen
in. with some medical books, and become most
hobby-horsically attached to the study of me-
dicine, lie had added the sale of a few medicines
to his little trade. He had got a shop-bill print-
ed? at the bottom of which, overlooking his own
incapacity, he had advertised, that " Advice
" would be given in common disorders at the
" shop gratis." Robert was at a mason-meeting
in Tarbolton, when the Dominie unfortunately
made too ostentatious a display of his medical
skill. As he parted in the evening from this
mixture of pedantry and physic, at the place
where he describes his meeting with Death, one
of those floating ideas of apparition he mentions
in his letter to Dr. Moore, crossed his mind ;
this set him to work for the rest of the way
home* These circumstances he related when
lie repeated the verses to me next afternoon, as

I was